
Chapter 4
The Thirteen English 
Colonies

1630-1750





Why did the 
Puritans  
leave 
England 
during “evil 
times”?

By 1629, some Puritan leaders were 
convinced that England had fallen on 
“evil and declining times.”  

They persuaded royal officials to grant 
them a charter to form the 
Massachusetts Bay Company.  

The company’s plan was to build a new 
society based on biblical laws and 
teachings.



Who was 
Roger 
Williams?

Roger Williams was a Puritan who 
challenged the Massachusetts Bay. 

He believed that the Puritan church in 
Massachusetts had too much power and 
he believed that those Puritan leaders did 
not have the right to force people to 
attend religious services. 

He moved and settled Rhode Island 
where he put into practice his ideas of 
tolerance and freedom of religion for all.



Why were 
Puritans at 
war with 
the Native 
Americans?

Around 1675, a huge conflict came, as 
more colonists settled in New England, 
they began to take over Native American 
land. 

Metacom (King Phillip), chief of the 
Wampanoag Indians watched as English 
towns were being built on their land.

Other Indian groups from Rhode Island to 
Maine came to help Metacom to drive 
out the English settlers.



What are 
town 
meetings 
and what 
takes place 
there?

At town meetings, 
settlers come together 
to discuss and vote on 
community issues.  

This encouraged the 
growth of democratic 
ideas.



How did New 
Netherlands 
become New 
York?

By 1664, the rivalry between England and the 
Netherlands was at an all time high. 

The governor of the Netherlands swore to defend 
the land against the English warships showing up in 
the harbor. 

He had few weapons and gun powder and was so 
unpopular with the colonists, that they refused to 
help him.  

He surrendered without firing a single shot.  

King Charles II of England took that land and gave it 
to his brother, the Duke of York and renamed it 
New York in honor of him. 



How was 
Pennsylvania 
founded?

William Penn founded the colony of 
Pennsylvania in 1681. 

He came from a wealthy English family 
who were personal friends of King 
Charles II, who granted the land to 
William. 

 At 22, he surprised his family and 
friends by joining the Quakers, one of 
the most despised religious groups in 
England.



What caused 
the economy 
to thrive in the 
Eastern Middle 
colonies?

Mild winters and fertile soil 
helped the economy to thrive.  
Most people were farmers.

They earned a living by raising 
barley, wheat, and rye.  

Other farmers raised herds of 
cattle and pigs.



What were 
Middle 
colony 
homes 
like?

Middle colony homes were set 
further apart 

Towns were less important than in 
New England.  

Counties, instead of villages, 
became the centers for local 
government.



Who was 
Lord 
Baltimore?

 In 1632, Sir George Calvert persuaded King 
Charles I to grant him land for a colony in the 
Americas because he had ruined his career in 
Protestant England by becoming Roman 
Catholic. 

He planned to build his colony so that 
Catholics could worship freely.  

Sir Calvert died before completing his 
project.  

His son, Lord Baltimore, pushed on with the 
project.



What 
brought 
about the 
rise in 
plantation 
slavery?

Carolina farmers needed large numbers 
of workers to grow their rice.  

They first tried to enslave local Indians -
many died of disease or mistreatment, 
others escaped.  

The farmers then turned to Africa for 
slave labor.  

By 1700, the slaves outnumbered the 
Europeans by more than 2 to 1.



What were 
the 
Navigation 
Acts?

The Navigation Acts were a 
series of acts that the English 
Parliament passed in order to 
tighten its control over colonial 
trade. 



How 
were 
women’s 
liberties 
limited?

English colonists living in the Americas had 
many more freedoms than the English 
themselves.  

Those freedoms didn’t extend to all colonists. 

Women had more rights in the colonies (than 
when in England) but fewer than the men.  

A woman’s father or husband was supposed to 
protect her.  

She couldn’t sign a contract or start a business 
without her husbands approval.

Africans and Native Americans had almost no 
rights.



What were 
indentured 
servants?

 Indentured servants were part of the lowest 
social class it also included slaves and hired 
farmhands.  

They signed contracts to work without wages 
for a period of time. 

When their term of service was completed, 
they received freedom dues (clothing, tools 
and land).

 Slaves on the other hand were considered 
part of the property.



What was 
the Great 
Awakening?

The Great Awakening was 
a religious movement that 
helped spread democratic 
feelings in the colonies. 

It encouraged a spirit of 
independence. 



What was the 
Enlightenment?

European thinkers believed that reason and 
scientific methods could be applied to the 
study of society. 

They tried to discover natural laws that 
governed human behavior. 

This was called the Enlightenment and led  
many colonists to read about and discuss new 
ideas. 

Benjamin Franklin is the best example of the  
Enlightenment spirit as he used reason to 
improve the world around him.


